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All data will have possible significance. Overtesting will be impossible.
Not until trends begin to point to certain occupational fields can any
possible ability be neglected.
This suggests that vocational guidance is really a continuous
affair. It begins with a test survey of undeveloped and immature
aptitudes and unites with this a wide study of all the occupational
fields. As the pupil grows older, his aptitudes become more pro-
nounced and his interests more localized. All this should be indicated
by test data as well as by opinion. The counselor should be sure that
the pupil himself is getting a more detailed and accurate picture of his
own qualifications, as well as of the jobs in an appropriate occupational
field. As the pupil becomes older, he becomes more of a specialist
concerning his own vocational problem. He learns what data are
significant and what data are still needed. He helps plan the further
solution of his own problem. The counselor becomes less and less
essential as the pupil (who by now has become a young man) learns
more and more about himself in relation to the occupational world into
which he must fit. ^
INTERPRETING TEST SCORES
As was pointed out in. Chap. IV, a test score has no meaning except
in relation to the scores of other people on the same test. Suppose that
a student makes a score of 390 on a test that has 500 possible points.
Is this score high, low, or average? Now suppose that we give the
same test to 100 classmates of this student. They make scores
ranging from 300 to 400 with an average of 350, let us say. It is now
obvious that the score 390 is above the average. Suppose that we
rank all the scores from highest to lowest and find that 390 is third
from the highest. We now know what the score means.
When hundreds of scores on a test are arranged in order from
highest to lowest, they are often divided into 100 groups called " cen-
tiles," or into ten groups called "deciles," or into four groups called
" quartiles." A new score is then interpreted in terms of quartile,
decile, or centile (also called "pereentile"). Highest scores are located
in the 99th centile, or the 10th decile, or the 4th quartile. Scores
are usually distributed on each side of the average (or 50th centile, or
the 5th decile, or the 2nd quartile) in a fairly symmetrical manner and
with steadily decreasing frequency. This means that the score
difference between the 41st and 50th centiles is not so great as that
between the 1st and the 10th centiles (see Fig. 21). ,
Now suppose that the student mentioned above takes another
test, which has only 80 possible points, and makes & score of 67. How